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selves we might fall into a worse situation from internal op- 
pression & commotions than might have been obtained by a 
serious as well as cautious reconciliation. Therefore, I have 
always wondered at the prodigious rash Praise wch has been 
given to that most nonsensical of all Pamphlets Common Sense, 
in wch I could not deduce one just Sentiment, according to any 
Sense whatever. From whence I still conclude that the sup- 
port wch it has met with must have been through a latent 
desire in every body that has countenanced it, to be as ar- 
bitrary as possible; and they have therefore resolved to run 
every risk rather than not indulge this innate disposition to 
rule, certainly then it behooves him who admires Peace, or- 
der & moderation in Government to be cautious of such Peo- 
ple, for it is morally certain that there are such, & without 
the utmost timely care they will work themselves into the 
Hydra of Power. I don't expect to live to see it but mark 
the conclusion. 

30th, Thursday, May, 1776. Bad news from Quebeck & 
here our own fears raising forces landing on Gwinn's Island. 
Ten thousand men arrived at New York but not landed. There 
we are strongly fortified to receive them. 

31. Friday, May, 1776. Comments on the weather during 
the past month. Dry and cold throughout. It was this day 
two years ago I was first attacked with the colic which has 
never left my company one day in that time. 

{To be continued) 



PROF. NATHANIEL BEVERLEY TUCKER TO ST. 
GEORGE TUCKER. 

Prof. Tucker was law professor at William and Mary and was an 
advocate of secession as early as 1833. He was half-brother of John 
Randolph. St. George Tucker was son of Henry St. George Tucker, 
President of the Supreme Court of Appeals, who was Prof. Tucker's 
brother. St. George was the author of a popular novel, "Hansford, a 
Tale of Bacon's Rebellion." 
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Williamsburg, March 25, 1850. 
My Dear Saint, 

I should have made more haste to answer your questions, 
had I not found the answer in your letter itself. The idea 
that a case of collision between one or more states of this 
Union and the rest could be a case of treason, that a war grow- 
ing out of secession would be a cruel war and that the captives 
taken in such a conflict would be not prisoners of War but 
prisoners of State, was never heard of until it was understood 
to be expressed in Jackson's proclamation. It was protested 
against even then by his most zealous backers in the con- 
troversy of that day, and, in the following summer disavowed 
in a semi-official article in the Globe, which he afterwards au- 
thorized Ritchie to declare expressed his true opinion. He 
had before that disavowed it expressly to me in person, for, 
at the instance of my brother, I put to him the question I have 
underscored above, and received for answer, "Prisoners of 
War, Sir, certainly." 

Your enquiry as to the probable consequence of secession 
by one or more states is answered in the letters you speak of. 
I beg you to read them all seriatim ("seriously" as Wm. Nel- 
son rendered it). They are commanding great attention, and 
will work strongly on the public mind. I have been applied 
to from various quarters to have them printed in pamphlet, 
and measures are in progress to have it done by subscription. 
They will be in the hands of every member of the Nashville 
Convention, and will give their colors to the acts of that body. 
Virginia will probably not be there. So much the better. The 
timid policy of those who shrink from the trial will not em- 
barrass the action of the more spirited, determined and far- 
seeing men, who see what is before them, and have made up 
their minds to meet it. That the action of S. C. will be de- 
rided is absolutely sure. She has been held in check by Cal- 
houn for seventeen years. Seeing now no room between him 
and the grave for any ambitious career, he, for the first time, 
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looks at the subject with a single eye, and his late speech does 
but give utterance to what has been in his mind, and in the 
mind of every man in that state, during that time. Whether 
Georgia, Alabama & Mississippi will at once act with her is 
doubtful ; but that is of small consequence. They will not act 
against her, nor will we; and a peaceable result may be ren- 
dered more probable by the interposition of a tier of non- 
seceding, slave-holding states as a sort of wrapping paper be- 
tween her and Northern fanaticism. 

You will see, from my published letters, that I consider 
the one Cotton growing region of the world absolutely safe 
from all aggression as one woman would be, if there were only 
one. Emancipation in Jamaica cost England only £20,000,000 
and the Island. The same thing in the Cotton states would 
cost her her own existence. Any serious interruption of the 
production of that great staple which gives employment to all 
her labor, and in which so much of her capital is irrevocably 
embarked, would overturn the whole fabric, political and so- 
cial. The same is true of the North itself, and to a consider- 
able extent of all great European powers except Russia. A 
tier of states from the Atlantic to the Mississippi can make 
its own terms with all the world. Nous verrons. We shall 
see what we shall see; and, among other things, tim-servers 
and self-seekers will see the verification of our Saviour's 
words : "He who will save his life shall lose it." 

Your mother wrote us word that she was unable to come 
to see us ; so Lucy ran up on Tuesday, and I followed on Satur- 
day, and returned to-day. They say Lucy's visit cured Gin. 
She certainly seems now quite well. Give my love and as 
many kisses as you will advance for me to dear little Lizzie 
and believe me truly and trustingly your loving uncle B. 



